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_________________

TelecomPioneers NEWS

Dues billings were sent out recently.  Payroll deduction is encouraged but not absolutely necessary.  Again, those of you that are Life members are not required to pay annual dues.  However, it is important to keep everyone aware of address changes.  To qualify for Life membership, you must have your membership paid up to date at the time of retirement.  Dues are $15 annually of which $10 is kept at the chapter level and $5 at the national level.  Clubs request funds from their respective chapters for local projects if they do not have enough money on hand to cover the expenses.
Looking for ways to help Support the TelecomPioneers other than paying annual dues:

By sending fresh flowers or memorable gifts, 12% of all your purchase sales could go to support Pioneer projects.   So if you are ordering flowers anyway why not help the TelecomPioneers.  It’s safe and easy to use.  Just go to www.verizonwestpioneers.org and you’ll find the link for FlowerPetal.com under the left-hand navigation bar.  Just click on that link and see the beautiful pictures of the selections available, or you can special order whatever you like.  The instructions are easy to follow and best of all you can shop right from the comfort of your home.  Order your flowers or gifts through the Verizon West website and Chapter 25 will get the benefit of the proceeds.  The income for the first quarter in 2006 for this fundraiser was $13.80 which is not that much but think how much it would be if more of us used this source of income for the Pioneers.  Every penny adds up.  And it doesn’t cost you any more.
By supporting the direct marketing campaigns from the National office in Denver, 70% of the proceeds goes back to the chapter and 30% to the national office that support group/chapter projects.  It is not intended to support national operations since it is a charitable donation.  In 2007 there is going to be a new literacy initiative that will be comprehensive and include actual books and an electronic version of the books with built-in accessment, volunteer/teacher/parent guides and more.  By supporting these campaigns the money either goes directly back to the chapters or towards initiatives that the chapters benefit from.   In July 2006, the Verizon West Chapter 25 received a check for $801 for their share of the profits from direct mailing campaigns.  Please consider donating to some of these campaigns when you receive the mailings. 
Check out http://verizonwestpioneers.org for the latest news from our Chapter leaders and pioneer projects.
PICNIC

(see more information later in this newsletter)
September 23, 2006     Underwood Park (Jersey Ave)     Normal, IL
VOICE mailing

Some of you are receiving your copy of this newsletter via e-mail while many of you are still getting it via U.S. mail since you have not provided us with an e-mail address.  Minutes are not mailed to cut costs of mailings.  In the past, we have continued to mail the VOICE to members of the Bill Hinkston Pioneer Club to assist in keeping those pioneer members informed of important notices issued by the TelecomPioneers.  However, the time has come to stop this practice.  Only those BHPC members that have provided us with either an e-mail address or sent a donation toward mailing expenses will receive a paper copy of future VOICE issues, including this one.  It is suggested that you share your copy with a fellow pioneer or friend regardless how you received your issue.  It is a good way to promote the Pioneers in your area.  Encourage them to send us their e-mail addresses and we will add them to our list.  We do not provide them to outside sources.  We do use them to send out news of current or past employees when it is known in a timely manner.  Unfortunately most of that news is notification of deaths.
HALL OF FAME AWARD

 
Sherm and Ruth Wilkerson have been chosen as the 2006 Hall of Fame Award recipients representing the Verizon West Chapter of the TelecomPioneers.  They will be traveling to Nashville, TN to accept this award on November 4th.  

“The Hall of Fame award honors those individuals that continually demonstrate outstanding leadership and volunteerism in the name of Pioneering.”  Marsha Young (Verizon West Chapter President) nominated Sherm and Ruth as a team this year for this award.  Leadership, Community Service/Education, Fundraising, Club and/or Individual Awards received were all considered when the nominations were made.

TelecomPioneer COMMUNICATOR

Each month the Verizon/Frontier/Telecordia Communicator is issued by the national TelecomPioneers.  Go to 

http://verizonpioneers.org to view the August 2006 issue.  Included in this issue is the following article.

Ben Pietrowiak, a current life member of the Verizon West Chapter's Walter G. Wright Council primarily located in Bloomington/Normal, Illinois, served as Secretary/Treasurer of the council from 1984 to 1990.  During the beginning years, the council had few officers.  However, Ben was determined to keep the organization going.  Even without officers, he continued to handle the essential council paperwork responsibilities, including paying annual membership dues for 47 members statewide who retired before 1970 and did not have retirement benefits.  He also ensured that members who qualified for life membership were recognized and awarded their certificates.  In January 1988, Ben addressed a letter to 145 of the 205 regular and auxiliary members requesting assistance in retaining the Pioneers in the Bloomington/Normal area.  By March, new officers and directors had been appointed and the Walter G. Wright Club was reactivated.  One year after reactivation of the Pioneers, Ben named and started publishing the Pioneer “Voice,” which is still being published.  Ben also volunteers with the Alzheimer's Association and the St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry.
FANNIE MAY CANDY

Karen Huber has offered to chair the sale of Fannie May Candy as a fundraiser for the Pioneers in the Bloomington/Normal area.  In the past, she sold around $2500 in Fannie May candy at the employee discounted rate.  She did this in the past through IMAGE but due to current Verizon policies she can no longer do fundraisers through that group.  However, since the Pioneer organization is approved to do fundraising in Verizon buildings, Karen has agreed to continue the sale of the candy but the profits will benefit our pioneer organization.  She will take the orders and have them shipped to the Empire Street building in November in time for delivery before Thanksgiving.  (Note:  All orders have to be picked up from Karen at Empire Street.)  She will need a couple of volunteers to assist her on the day of pickup.  However, Fannie May “picks and packs” the order by employee, so there is no sorting of candy at pickup.  The boxes have to be opened and verified that all the candy was received.  If you would like to place an order be sure to contact Karen at karen.huber@verizon.com or (309) 663-3619 to make sure you are on her email list to receive the notification.

BOOK FAIRS

We are also continuing to sponsor Book Fairs as a fundraiser.  The fall sale dates are:


November 14th at 104 E. Monroe St. (Bloomington Main), Bloomington


November 21st at 1312 E. Empires St, Bloomington

Mark your calendars.  This is an excellent way to purchase books (as well as other gifts) at below retail value. Books make excellent gifts for both children and adults and Christmas will be just around the corner.  Due to the high security by Verizon, it would be much easier to make arrangements for entry into the building at the Empire Street address.  Contact Sherm or Ruth if you need more information.

BLOOD DRIVES

Blood Drives are promoted by the Pioneers and the Verizon Pioneer Volunteer Council at the Bloomington Main and Empire Street buildings.  However, due to low scheduling in June they had to be cancelled at the last minute.  The dates set for the next blood drives are November 28th (Empire St.) and 29th (Monroe St.).  If you are eligible, please mark your calendars and make an appointment.

You may donate:


Whole blood every 56 days


Platelets every three days, up to 24 times in a 12-month period


Plasma every 28 days, up to 13 times in a 12-month period


Double red cells every 112 days, up to 3 times in a 12-month period

I hope you will take the time to look at this site:  www.givebloodgivelife.org   Answers to many of the questions you have about giving blood can be found on this website.  Hopefully it will motivate you to sign up for our next Blood Drive.  Contact Sherm or Ruth if you are interested in becoming a donor or assisting at either one of these blood drives in any way.
DICTIONARY PROJECT

This project has become so successful that the Verizon/Telecordia/Frontier Pioneers have adopted this project as a national project. The national Dictionary Project publishing company agreed to print dictionaries that have extra pages inserted that personalized the dictionaries for the Pioneers.  They now have both the Verizon and TelecomPioneers logos with a red cover instead of the generic blue cover.  Our club has participated in both 2004 and 2005.  Our dictionaries are ordered and stored in the mailroom at Empire Street in Bloomington until the day of delivery to the students.  Each year our club has requested funds from our Chapter to cover the expenses for purchasing and delivering our dictionaries.  Verizon Foundation supplies the grant.  Last year dictionaries were delivered to 3rd graders in Bloomington’s District 87, Normal’s Unit 5, Heyworth, Leroy, Lexington, and Tri-Valley (Downs area) as well as Waverly, IL.  

    Total dictionaries received         1680       (1416 for McLean Co + 240 for Waverly, IL + 24 Spanish/English)
    Total dictionaries distributed      1669      (1643 + 26 Spanish) (we had 2 Spanish left from 2004)
    Total hours on project                   218.5   (21 people plus Verizon mailroom used for storage)

Working with our local Public Affairs department and the Pantagraph (www.pantagraph.com) a very nice article and picture appeared on the front page of the newspaper on December 19, 2005.  It talked about the dictionaries that were delivered during September and October to 3rd grade students in McLean County.  Another picture with a caption appeared in the Waverly Journal on October 7, 2005 showing Bob Norton as he presented students with a dictionary in Waverly.  Also, in addition to the newspaper articles, Sherm and Ruth received a nice picture and article in the Bloomington Public Schools “Excel” Winter 2006 newspaper.  It gave recognition to our organization for distribution of dictionaries to the students during the 2004-05 school year in both District 87 and Unit 5.

CHILDREN’S RADIO AUCTION

The annual Children’s Radio Auction held to benefit McLean County (IL) children with health needs was held on February 11th and 12th this year.   We provided auctioneers again this year in addition to phone people and runners.   Our pre-scheduled time slot this year was from 6pm-8pm on the 12th.    Some stayed even longer.  This annual auction is held the weekend prior to Valentine’s Day so if you are interested in helping next February contact Sherm or Ruth.  At this time, we do not know what our time slot will be if we are needed again in 2007.  Jean Barrington and Sue Skeels (both former GTE employees and Pioneers) are still on the Auction Board and both really appreciate our assistance each year.  They feel we are the best and most dependable group that volunteers each year.
SEASONS READINGS

Last December, employees at Empire Street and Monroe Street donated a total of 290 books that were given to the Child Care Resource & Referral Network and Star Literacy.  Once again the coordinators for this project were Brenda Lazoen and Bob Vietti.  The books for this project are either new or gently used.  Most are children’s books.  If you wish to donate books this year for this project, get in touch with Sherm or Ruth for instructions where you can drop off your books.

BACKPACKS

Verizon TelecomPioneers are currently investigating the possibility of producing “Backpacks for Domestic Violence Victims” through an employee/retiree collection drive during October 2006 (Domestic Violence Awareness Month).  The goal of this drive is to collect items that can be packaged into Verizon-branded backpacks which will be distributed to designated areas that handle domestic violence cases.  In McLean County, Neville House (a domestic violence shelter for women, children, and men) is being considered.  When young children are in attendance as a result of domestic disturbances, there is often nothing to help distract them while their families’ immediate safety and shelter needs are being addressed.  Therefore, by providing backpacks filled with items such as books, crayons, coloring books, notepads, stickers, cards, and toys, etc., those children will have something to distract themselves during a very traumatic time.  Collections will be placed in Verizon buildings for both employees and retirees to bring their donations of any of the needed items.  In McLean County the buildings on Empire and Monroe Streets are being considered.  An active employee will be needed to oversee the project in each of the buildings.  That would include distributing flyers advertising the project, setup collection boxes, secure the collections on a regular basis (possibly nightly), assist organizing a packaging party to pack the backpacks, and assist in the delivering them to the appropriate location.  If you are interested in helping with this project, contact Sherm or Ruth.
VOLUNTEER COUNCIL

The Pioneer Volunteer Council tries to serve 1 meal every calendar quarter at the Safe Harbor shelter home in Bloomington.  Hamburgers and hot dogs were grilled on July 29th.  About 45-50 people were served that night at a cost of about $176.  The next meal is schedule to be served on October 17th.  Anyone wishing to assist with any (or all) of these meals please get in touch with Sherm or Ruth.
Safe Harbor is planning to build a new facility either yet this year or next year.  They will be able to double the amount of people served.  When this happens we will need to address whether or not we can serve that many people and how often.   Additional funds will be needed to continue so ideas and project coordinators will be need to come up with more fund raising events.  

The Recycle for Families project during April went pretty well.  Collections included bedding, kitchen items (blenders, dishes, mixers, etc.), and personal items (hair dryers, etc.).  It was decided small items only would be collected.  Anyone wishing to donate large items (beds, couches, TV’s, washers, dryers, etc.) can take them there directly.  (515 N. Center St, Bloomington, IL)
The Friendship Flower Day was held June 21-22 this year.  Carnations were purchased locally and then ribbons were attached along with a water tube.  Assembly of the flowers started at 3:30pm in the (Empire Street building) cafeteria on Wednesday, June 21st and the flowers were delivered to the desk of the appropriate recipient for them to find the following day upon arrival to work.  A total of 56 carnations were pre-purchased prior to assembly day.  Employees appreciate receiving a flower from their fellow workers (sometimes disclosed and sometimes not depending on the wishes of the purchaser).  It makes them feel they are appreciated (which is the whole purpose of the project).

MIDWEST FOOD BANK
The Midwest Food Bank, a nonprofit 501 (C)(3) organization providing food and disaster relief, was founded in 2002 when the Keiser family began providing food to local food pantries.  The operation has grown to embrace the role of providing food and other essential supplies to over 348 organizations (90 of those have Bloomington-Normal addresses as well as playing an instrumental role in national disaster relief.  (Over 75 semi loads have been shipped to hurricane-stricken areas along the Gulf Coast.)  Their mission is to help provide food for those in need in the Midwest by gathering and distributing large food donations free of charge to area social service organizations.   The website for Midwest Food Bank is:  www.midwestfoodbank.org
Other information:

 

1.  Only one paid employee - all work is done by volunteers.  They have up to 45 people on some days.   We could volunteer individually or as a group.   They have people who drive the trucks, load the food, do the paper work, help in the day care center, or cook to feed the volunteers.  You can sign up before hand or just show up on any given day.  (Note:  Both the Pioneers and Volunteer Council would like to get together and plan to volunteer for a shift.  If you are interested in helping contact Sherm or Ruth.)
 

2.  They have shipped over 83 semi truck loads of food to the Gulf Coast.

 

3.  All food is donated.  Many companies (such as Tyson and Dove) provide the food.  Many local grocery stores donate their surplus.  A lot is repackaged to make up boxes that will feed families of 2 or 3. 

 

4. In December of 2005 they purchased the property where they are located.  Through donations from all kinds of sources the building is almost paid off.    They have an annual budget for operating costs that is provided by donations.

 

5.  They have 18 semi trucks that pick up food and deliver.  The drivers donate their time.

 

6. The first full week of each month is Load Out Days in which the non-profit organizations come to pick up food and supplies.   Those are the days that the most help is needed.
ANGEL TREE

Plans are being made to promote the Salvation Army’s Angel Tree project this year.  A tree will be put up in the cafeteria at 1312 E. Empire St, Bloomington, IL (as in past years) and tags provided by the Bloomington Salvation Army will be placed on the tree.  The active employees that are chairing this committee are:


Kristy Buchanan
kristy.buchanan@verizon.com
(309) 663-3343

Jan Dellinger

janice.a.dellinger@verizon.com 
(309) 663-3090


Melissa Barsotti
melissa.j.barsotti@verizon.com


Retirees wishing to participate in this project and want to remove a tag and purchase the needed items should contact one of these people to make arrangements to enter the building.
AMPLIFIED PHONES

The State of Illinois and the Illinois School for the Deaf in Jacksonville have implemented a program whereby everyone in the State of Illinois that qualifies, can receive a “FREE” amplified phone.  Those that cannot hear the phone ring or are having problems hearing when talking on the phone can apply.  See more information under the Reminders section of this newsletter.

MILESTONES

Glenn and Mary Bowlin – 50th Wedding Anniversary – married August 11, 1956, at Colfax Lutheran Church in Colfax, Wisconsin – now living in Bloomington, Illinois.  They celebrated their anniversary with a family celebration August 19th in Sun Prairie, Wisconsin.  They both retired from GTE in 1993.

DEATHS:

Due to number of death notifications we’ve received since the last voice (Feb 2005) and lack of space only the deceased’ name and date of death is being listed this time.  If you want more information contact Sherm or Ruth.

Charles T. Aleshire


Jul 24, 2005

Mildred R. Leggett


Jul 6, 2005
David E. Anderson


May 28, 2006

Pete Litow



Oct 3, 2005
Alice Armstrong


Mar 12, 2006

James Laurence Malone

Jun 26, 2006
Ed Beard



Aug 2006

William L. McCracken

Feb 11, 2006
Hershel “Lee” Beavers

May 17, 2006

Lavada M. McKinney


Jul 24, 2005
Louise E. Berchtold


Apr 10, 2005

Doreen M. Moline


Oct 21, 2004
Edward W. Bieber


May 16, 2005

Richard W. Morrow


Jul 14, 2006
James Albert Blevins


May 19, 2006

Charles Pressley


Apr 30, 2006
Janet Ann Brumley


Feb 16, 2006

Dorothy A. “Dot” Price

Feb 6, 2005
Velda Burke



May 18, 2005

Juanita M. Ramza


May 22, 2005
Morris R. Burris


Aug 19, 2005

Michael F. Rieken


Dec 21, 2005
Mary S. Carlson


Aug 31, 2005

Arnold M. Rigsby


Oct 28, 2005
Clinton R. Caudle


Mar 16, 2006

Helen L. Smith


Jun 4, 2004
George S. Clevenger


Jun 1, 2006

Larry J. Smith



Sep 14, 2005
Mary E. Covington


Mar 28, 2005

Byron E. “Barney” Sorrill

Apr 12, 2006
William A. “Bill” Crosson

Oct 31, 2005

Cecil R. Stauffer


Dec 26, 2005
Reginald Scott Crouse


Feb 21, 2005

William R. “Bob” Stone

Aug 15, 2005
Mary Elizabeth “Betty” Finlen
May 28, 2006

Gene W. Talley


Mar 30, 2005
Eleanor Goodlick


Jan 2, 2006

Dale Taylor



Aug 1, 2005
Virginia L. Hickman


Oct 1, 2005

Romona M. Ward


Feb 19, 2006
S. Jane Juvinall


Jun 24, 2005

Dorothy M Warnisher


Mar 4, 2006
Bonnie L. Keltner


Jan 25, 2005

Erma M Warrick


Jun 12, 2005
Donald T. Klemme


Jan 24, 2006

Robyn S. Yeaman


Feb 28, 2005
Robert Kuhn



Jul 24, 2005

Kenneth E. Young


Jul 5, 2005
Ernest G. Lambert


Mar 6, 2005

REMINDERS:

E-MAIL ADDRESSES

As e-mail addresses have been received, we have added them to the e-mail address list.  If you have not notified us about your e-mail address, please do so at ruth.wilkerson@verizon.net so we can add you to the list.  We prefer to send the VOICE via e-mail to as many people as we can to save time and cut expenses.  They are written and pasted directly into the e-mail so you don’t have to worry about having a particular program to open up an attachment.

DEATH NOTICES

Please continue informing us when a GTE/Verizon person has passed away.  This is usually the only way we have to get the word out to you, the Chapter, and the national office.  Watch your local newspapers for death notices.  Send a copy of that notice to Ruth or Sherm Wilkerson, 21 Brookwood Dr, Normal, IL 61761-4011.  PH: (309) 452-0630       If you know your local newspaper has a web site with obituaries listed, send us an e-mail with the date and web site address.  We might be able to print it directly from the web site if too much time has not elapsed.  Our local newspaper (The Pantagraph www.pantagraph.com ) lists the previous newspapers on their web site for 2 weeks.  After that they are available only by purchasing them.

FREE AMPLIFIED PHONES

Illinois residents that have a land line telephone and are certified by a licensed Audiologist or Doctor qualify to receive a FREE amplified phone through ITAC (Illinois Telecommunications Access Corporation).  ITAC selection centers are located throughout the State of Illinois (Alton, Bloomington, Bourbonnais, Carbondale, Carmi, Chicago, Dekalb, Elgin, Forest Park, Freeport, Glen Ellyn, Harrisburg, Hoffman Estates, Jacksonville, Joliet, LaSalle, Mt. Vernon, Mundelein, Peoria, Quincy, Rock Island, Rockford, Springfield, Urbana, Watseka).  Call 1-800-841-6167 or visit the ITAC website www.itactty.org for more information.  The Jacksonville ITAC center is located at the Jacksonville Community Center for the Deaf (907 W. Superior).  Those persons that would like to apply through the Jacksonville ITAC selection center can call Pat Erickson (217) 245-7349 and she will go to the center with them if needed.   

MILESTONES

If you like seeing these anniversaries in the VOICE, send the information to Sherm or Ruth as noted under Death Notices.  Watch local newspapers for Milestone notices.  If your local newspaper has a web site, send us an e-mail with the date and web site address.  We might be able to print it directly from the web site if too much time has not elapsed.

ITPA

Many of you have probably received invoices from ITPA (Independent Telecommunications Pioneer Association) located in Georgia in the amount of $25.  Remember the club is no longer a member of ITPA – individuals only are members.  The organization that the club is associated with now is the TelecomPioneers.  Many of you are Life or Paid-Up members of ITPA and will continue to be an individual member (at no charge).  You have to do nothing – just keep them aware of address changes.  The choice is entirely up to you if want to send in the $25 for dues, or make contributions as suggested.
What did you say?!

I don’t want to talk on the phone cause I can’t hear you!

I wish I could talk to my family & friends on the phone.

I just cannon hear on this phone!
FREE AMPLIFIED PHONE

ITAC distributes free

amplified phones to qualified

Illinois residents with hearing loss

To Qualify:

Be a resident of Illinois

Have a land line telephone

Certified by licensed Audiologist or Doctor

Call:  1-800-841-6167

Website:  www.itactty.org

NINETEENTH ANNUAL PIONEER PICNIC
Saturday, SEPTEMBER 23, 2006

UNDERWOOD PARK

(Jersey Ave), NORMAL, IL
LUNCH AT 1:30 pm

Come earlier to visit with Pioneer members and friends

***

Food, Beverages, Table Service, Fresh Air, Fun, Fellowship provided at no extra cost to you.

***

PLEASE BRING ONE OR MORE ITEMS TO HELP FILL THE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE BACKPACKS
***

Everyone welcome – members, family members, and friends

Clip and mail registration form (DEADLINE – SEPTEMBER 18, 2006) to:

Sherm Wilkerson, 21 Brookwood Dr., Normal, IL 61761-4011                PH: (309) 452-0630
Reservation form for Pioneer Picnic – September 23, 2006 (reservations needed by September 18, 2006)

Name: ______________________________
_____

______Regular/Partner Members

@ $3 each
$__________

Address:  _________________________________

______Non-members


@ $5 each
$__________

City ________________________  State ________

______Kids (12 & under)




FREE

Telephone (__________)  ____________________

TOTAL amount enclosed




$__________

(Make checks payable to Walter G. Wright TelecomPioneers)










Walter G. Wright


TelecomPioneers


VOICE














