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EMPIRE STREET BUILDING

Time capsules buried at 1312 East Empire Street, Bloomington, lllinois from 1958 and 1967 were opened on
Tuesday, April 17, 2007, as more than 250 Verizon employees and retirees watched, The 1958 time capsule was
buried when the building opened. The 1967 capsule was created and buried when the building was expanded to
its current size. The building was sold in March for $4.96 million to New York based GHP Office Realty that
plans to lease the space or resell the building. The deal included two office buildings and two parking lots on 8.6
acres of property. The deal also included properties on the East Coast where GHP does most of its business.

The time capsules contained a variety of rotary telephones (including a wall phone), news clippings, old telephone
directories, an old service area map, old photos of the interior and exterior of the building and other memorabilia
including blueprints of the company’s building that helped launce the expansion of East Bloomington. General
Telephone Company moved its Illinois headquarters to the Empire Street building in Bloomington in 1958,
leaving Springfield because the company did not serve that area. The capsule also contained the guest list from a
1967 dedication luncheon for the building, bearing names like former State Farm Insurance Cos Chief Executive
Officer, Ed Rust, Sr. and Chairman Adlai Rust; former [llinois State University President Robert Bone; former
Southern Hlinois University President Delyte Morris; former Bloomington Mayor Robert McGraw;
Felmley-Dickerson co-founder Raymond Dickerson and many others.

Henry Anderson, Verizon building maintenance supervisor, needed a jackhammer to retrieve the time capsules,
located in a 30-inch vault beneath the concrete near the building’s front entrance. Many of the artifacts in the
1958 capsule were water damaged because the brass box wasn’t sealed tight. However, items from 1967 were in
good shape. Thanks to “Kitty” Graham for helping organize and pack the later time capsule.

PIONEER TELEPHONE DISPLAY

‘We have been working with Verizon on being able to retain the Pioneer Telephone Display that is currently
housed in the cafeteria at 1312 E. Empire Street, Bloomington, IL. With the sale of the building, it will be
necessary to remove the entire contents by the end of this year. It is currently in Verizon’s plan to move this
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display to the 4" flgor of the Monroe Street building in downtown Bloomington. We will know more about this
as time proceeds.

TelecomPioneers NEWS

Check out the following websites for the latest news from our National or Chapter leaders and pioneer projects.

http://telecompioneers.org Mational TelecomPioneers website
hitp://verizonpioneers.org Verizon, Frontier, Telcordia website
http://verizonwestpioneers.org Verizon West Chapter 25 website (the chapter our club belongs to)

You can learn about different projects that are going on throughout our country by checking out the 3 different
websites listed above. Some of the information is repeated on the websites but not all. You will only find out
what is going on throughout Verizon West Chapter 25 on their website. However, you will see a similarity
between different chapters throughout various Verizon (or other TelecomPioneers) clubs. Some programs are
promoted on more than one website such as:

Project Connect — Project Connect is a series of 7 web-based leaming applications that combine a fun,
gaming experience with educational content related to our everyday experiences with telecommunications
technology. The result? A challenging and engaging educational experience.

Power Up to Read — Power Up To Read is a high-tech educational program focusing on improving the
reading skills of 4 gand 5% graders. [t is a multimedia program delivered through the Internet, on CD, or in print.
It is delivered through the telling of two folk tales. One is an African Ashanti folktale titled: “Hungry Spider and
Turtle.” The second book is: “Why the Sun Travels Slowly Across the Sky,” and it is a Hawaiian legend. Each
of the folk tales is supported by additional information that provides scientific lessons behind the stories. The
online version of the PUTR program is located at http://putr.telecompioneers.org . All materials are also available
to download for FREE in English and Canadian French.

FANNIE MAY CANDY

Karen Huber chaired the sale of Fannie May Candy as a fundraiser for the Pioneers in the Bloomington/Normal
area in time for Christmas (2006) and again in the spring in time for Easter (2007). Since the Empire Street
Building has been sold and all employees are in the process of being transferred to other buildings in
Bloomington/Normal the place of pick-up may have to be changed.

If you would like to place an order be sure to contact Karen at karen huber@verizon.com or Sherm or Ruth to
make sure you are on Karen’s email list to receive the notification.

BOOK FAIRS

We plan to continue to sponsor Book Fairs as in the past. However, we no longer will be having fairs at the
Empire Street building. The fall fair date is:

November 28" at 104 E. Monroe St. {Bloomington Main), Bloomington

Mark vour calendars. This is an excellent way to purchase books (as well as other gifts) at below retail value.
Books make excellent gifts for both children and adults and Christmas will be here sooner than you may wish.

For entry into the building at the Monroe Street address it will be necessary for you to contact Sherm or Ruth prior
to that date.

PIONEER PICNIC - September 15, 2007 (see enclosed
flyer)

Tuesday, October 02, 2007  CompuServe: MorrieSach






