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Giving cheer to kids in crisis
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Verizon Telecom volunteers put together backpacks to be given to children in crisis. Unpacking the donations are Lisa Hill of Child Protective Services and Euless police Sgt. Gary Landers.

EULESS -- Some Verizon volunteers gave future kids in crisis a little something to smile about Tuesday.

The group donated 100 goody-stuffed backpacks to police departments in Hurst, Euless and Bedford as well as Tarrant County Child Protective Services in honor of Domestic Violence Awareness Month, which was October. The bags, which are intended to distract children involved in domestic abuse from the confusion of police reports and CPS investigators, hold favorites such as SpongeBob stickers, a Dr. Seuss book, crayons and a soft teddy bear.

A gift from police or a caseworker can often bring a ray of sunshine to a scary situation, said Lisa Hill, community coordinator for CPS in Tarrant County.

"Obviously there is a crisis going on in their family at the time and when police or investigators go out, the children are terrified," Hill said. "It's nice to have backpacks to make them feel like they have something to hold onto, something that belongs to them. Some of these things they may not have in their own house."

The backpack distribution grew from an idea by the Verizon Telecom Pioneer Club, a philanthropic organization composed of current and retired Verizon Telecom employees, member Paula Rase said. 

Rase and volunteer Angela Chandler each stuffed 50 backpacks alongside their children.  Another volunteer gave 50 packs to Irving police, $2250 was collected from employees. Rase said.

The departments are delighted to be able to give out the packs, said Kathy Haecker, victims advocate for the Hurst, Euless and Bedford police.

"We have never done this before," she said. "It's wonderful."
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